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The Significance of Majlis Jamia-tul-Madina 


In April 2024, during a meeting of the Majlis of Jamia-tul-Madina, 
it was decided that the students and teachers should go on an 
international trip, including a high-quality training session. 
Alhamdulillah, one of the unique features of Dawat-e-Islami’s 
Jamia-tul-Madina is its regular arrangement of high-standard 
training sessions for students and teachers. The success of any 
institution lies in continuously training its workers and team 
members, introducing them to new techniques and ideas, which 
significantly contributes to its growth. 


Arranging training sessions for Jamia-tul-Madina in the UK falls 
under my responsibility. I always strive to ensure that expert 
teachers and scholars train our students and teachers effectively. In 
the meeting, it was agreed that an international trip should take 
place, but the question was, where should we go? 


We had two options: either Karachi’s Faizan-e-Madina or Turkey’s 
Faizan-e-Madina. The head of the Majlis, Haji Jamil Sahib (~~ 
G1), asked for everyone’s opinion. Most members voted for 
Turkey. One reason was that Karachi’s Faizan-e-Madina was 
already hosting a session for international attendees in November 
2024, which teachers and students could easily join. Another reason 
was Turkey’s historical and spiritual significance. 


Turkey is home to many sacred sites, such as the resting place of 
Hazrat Abu Ayyub Ansari (4—© 44) 2») and other Sahabah (41) 2) 
e—____—__+ ). The region also holds connections to the Prophet 
Muhammad’s (al—“5 ~21e 40! (1.4) prophecies and several locations 
linked to prophets like Hazrat Ibrahim and Hazrat Ayyub (WU ple 
adul), 


For lovers of the Prophet (els sl 0! 4), Turkey has a special 
significance. One unique fact is that Turkey’s local time is the same 
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as Madinah’s. Istanbul, in particular, stands out as the only city in 
the world located on two continents — half in Europe and half in 
Asia. 


Thus, it was decided to visit Turkey in October, as the weather 
during this month is mild and ideal for travel. Consultation is a 
Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (el— 5 Le ai! <l4), and its 
blessings protect one from many mistakes. After mutual 
consultation, the decision to visit Turkey was finalized. 


The dates were set: the trip would take place from October 14 to 
October 18. The plan was put into action, and most participants 
booked their tickets. 


I serve as a teacher at Jamia-tul-Madina in Birmingham. Our head 
teacher, Maulana Khalid Tasneem Madani (je) 1-4), consulted 
the teachers about the best date to depart for Turkey. With mutual 
agreement, tickets for Friday, October 11, were booked via Wizz 
Air. The training session was scheduled from Monday, October 14, 
to Friday, October 18. However, we decided to leave on Friday to 
use the weekend for visiting historical sites and shopping. This way, 
we could join the training session on Monday feeling fresh and 
energized. 


With the plan set, we were eagerly looking forward to this exciting 
trip to Turkey. 
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Departure from Birmingham to London Gatwick Airport 


On Friday, October 11, 2024, after Friday prayers, it was 
decided to leave for the airport by bus around 3 PM. Although 
our flight was scheduled for 10 PM, the journey to the airport 
would take approximately three hours. It’s always better to reach 
the airport three hours before the flight. However, we left almost 
seven hours earlier due to afternoon traffic, as it’s important to 
allow extra time for travel to avoid unexpected delays. 


A friend of mine from Derby once shared an incident. His flight 
was from Birmingham, which is about a 40-minute drive from 
Derby. Although he left early, he forgot his passport at home due 
to excessive luggage. Upon reaching the airport, he realized the 
passport was missing. Luckily, there was enough time before the 
flight, so he managed to get the passport from Derby and 
avoided missing his flight. 


I, too, once had a similar experience. I arrived late at the airport 
for a British Airways flight operated by Qatar Airways. I 
assumed I needed to stand in the British Airways queue since it 
was their flight, even though Qatar Airways was the operator. 
This misunderstanding caused me to waste a lot of time in the 
British Airways line. When I finally reached the counter, they 
informed me that I needed to check in at the Qatar Airways 
desk. Unfortunately, by the time I rushed over, it was too late as 
the desk had already closed. I had no choice but to book another 
flight for approximately £400. 


From this, I learned that it’s essential to leave early enough to 
handle unforeseen circumstances and to familiarize yourself 
with the airline’s policies and procedures beforehand to avoid 
confusion and delays at the airport. 
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After Friday prayers, I met my family and, along with Maulana 
Bilal Madani, left for Faizan-e-Madina Stechford from Aston, 
Birmingham, a 15-minute drive. We left half an hour early, but 
we didn’t anticipate road closures due to construction. We got 
stuck in traffic and reached Faizan-e-Madina after an hour, 
where students and teachers were already waiting on the bus. 
Thankfully, we had planned to leave early, so we reached the 
airport three hours before the flight without any further delays. 


On the way, we stopped at a service station and offered Asr 
prayers. Always remember, whether at home or traveling, never 
miss your prayers. Those who neglect prayers are deprived of 
peace in their lives. Some people pray at home but become lazy 
during travel. Remember, deliberately missing even one prayer 
is a grave sin. I advise always carrying a small foldable prayer 
mat and keeping a bottle of water in your car for ablution in case 
water is unavailable. 


After offering Asr prayers, we felt rejuvenated. Those who are 
consistent in their prayers feel restless until they fulfill this 
obligation. With peace of mind, we resumed our journey to the 
airport and reached around 7 PM. The first thing we did at the 
airport was offer Maghrib prayers. 


Afterward, we headed to the check-in desk. It’s worth noting 
that some airlines require online check-in beforehand. If done at 
the airport, a penalty may apply. One of our travel companions 
faced this issue and had to pay £45 at the airport. It’s best to 
check the airline’s policies beforehand and complete check-in 
early to save time at the airport. Sometimes, online check-in 
passengers can even skip queues. 


After completing the check-in process, it was time for Isha 
prayers, which we offered. With two hours left before departure, 
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I spent the time writing. By the grace of Allah, I have developed 
a habit of writing Islamic articles regularly. Sometimes, I work 
on fatwas sent to me and forward them to Mufti Anas (¢ la 
malt als >), the senior mufti of Dawat-e-Islami in Lahore, for 
review. At other times, I write commentary on Hadith and send 
it to my respected teacher, Sheikh-ul-Hadith Maulana Shafigq 
Madani ()3——t~-4, Punjab), for feedback. My goal is to share 
knowledge with others, as any fatwa or Hadith could become a 
means of forgiveness. 


While waiting, I purchased an eSIM online to avoid any 
connectivity issues upon arriving in Turkey. When the boarding 
time began, we boarded the plane. Before traveling by air, 
always recite the supplication for protection during the journey. 
InshaAllah, it will safeguard you from any accidents. The 
supplication is: 


FEZ tein 
Ibs bens eon le 


ep hiratnelo daiatihs BML boy PLL its A aS let she Sieh 
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_——— 
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Always remember that there are significant issues regarding 
halal and haram food on flights, especially on airlines from non- 
Muslim countries. It is imperative to consume only halal food. 
By Allah, a single morsel of haram can ruin both our worldly 
life and our Hereafter. Many warnings about this have been 
recorded in Islamic texts. Personally, I always opt for vegetarian 
meals on flights, which usually include rice or similar items, or I 
prefer fish. After booking tickets, it is often possible to select the 
meal menu in advance, so it is essential to choose halal food. 


By the grace of Allah, our flight landed at Istanbul Airport at 
around 3:45 a.m. After completing immigration formalities and 
collecting our luggage, we exited the airport. Local Islamic 
brothers had pre-booked mini-coaches for the teachers and 
students of Jamia tul Madina, which were already waiting for us 
at the airport. 


The journey from the airport to Faizan-e-Madina Istanbul was 
approximately 20 minutes. On the way, the coach stopped at a 
service station, where we arranged a light breakfast. 
Alhamdulillah, Turkey is a country of devoted lovers of the 
Prophet £%, and we were confident that we would find quality 


and halal food here. The time for Fajr prayer had started, so after 
breakfast, we reached Faizan-e-Madina and offered the Fajr 
prayer in congregation. 


Our allocated rooms were shown to us, and since we were quite 
exhausted, it was decided to rest until Dhuhr. After that, we 
planned to prepare our personal schedule for Saturday and 
Sunday. This schedule was to be created by the teachers and 
students of Jamia Birmingham, as the official training session 
schedule of Jamia tul Madina had already been finalized. 
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Turkey holds a significant place in Islamic history. It was the 
center of the Ottoman Caliphate, which led the Islamic world for 
nearly 600 years. The Ottoman Caliphate safeguarded many 
Islamic sites and territories and promoted Islamic art, culture, 
and knowledge. This legacy still keeps the love for Turkey alive 
in the hearts of Muslims. 


In Turkey, Islamic culture and architecture have been well- 
preserved. Iconic landmarks like Hagia Sophia, the Blue 
Mosque (Sultan Ahmed Mosque), and other Islamic structures 
symbolize this rich heritage, attracting Muslims from around the 
world for visitation. Turkey’s beauty, tourist attractions, and 
Islamic art and culture continue to captivate Muslims. Cities like 
Istanbul, Bursa, and Antalya serve as ideal destinations for 
Muslim travelers. 


An Introduction to Istanbul 


Constantinople, now known as Istanbul, is a city unique in the 
world due to its geographical location and layered history. Its 
name has changed multiple times over the centuries, perhaps 
more than any other city. In its early days, it was part of Thrace 
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(Rumelia) and was initially known as “Lygos.” The city was 
established in 656 BCE by a man named “Byzas,” after whom it 
came to be called “Byzantium.” Later, the Turks named it 
“Tstanbul.” 


Over time, this city was ruled by various empires. During the 
reign of Darius I (521-485 BCE), it was part of the Persian 
Empire. In 485 BCE, the Greek “Ponians” took control of it, but 
between 485-472 BCE, it came under the dominion of the 
Persian King “Xerxes I.” Later, it was ruled by the people of 
Sparta, a city in the Laconia region of Greece. For a long period, 
there was a struggle between Sparta and Athens for control of 
Constantinople. 


Subsequently, Philip II of Macedon (father of Alexander the 
Great) besieged the city but failed to capture it. Afterward, 
Constantinople formed an alliance with the Romans, securing 
complete independence. In 192 CE, Roman General Pescennius 
Niger seized control of Constantinople, and in 196 CE, Roman 
Emperor Caracalla rebuilt the city. 


The city saw significant growth during the reign of Emperor 
Constantine (274-337 CE), after whom it was named 
Constantinople. He undertook extensive renovations of the city 
in the 4th century CE. Constantinople served as the capital of 
the Roman Empire for nearly 1,100 years, during which the 
empire became one of the most powerful forces in the world, 
dominating global culture and civilization. It was also the 
central city of the Christian Church. 


Finally, in 1453 CE, Sultan Mehmed II (commonly known as 
Mehmed the Conqueror) 4¢ «il 4. ) captured Constantinople 
and made it the capital of the Islamic Ottoman Empire. For 
almost 500 years, it remained the center of the Islamic world. To 
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this day, the city holds a significant place in Turkish culture and 


Islamic hi StOLY.(Summarized from “Al-Tuhfah Al-Saniyyah fi Tarikh Al-Qustantiniyyah’’) 


The Prophetic Promise of Forgiveness for Those Who 
Conquer Istanbul 


This city of Istanbul 1s promised forgiveness in the hadith for 

those who conquer it. As stated in Sahih Bukhari, the hadith is 

as follows: 

OF Abe Ce sh stn 18 8 oes Op any ae: atoall aa ja Op Glan} tae 

ee ee al Gee ol Oe as 

if Cull | gues} ad aval oe cial Oye Te Shy 2S sta Be cgiill Gren Lil 
«YY 2th atl Span yy gad LI cul ag) glee pues Aisne Cy 9 fr cial 


Translation,Narrated by Ishaq ibn Yazid al-Dimashqi: Yahya ibn 
Hamzah told us, who narrated from Thawr ibn Yazid, who 
narrated from Khalid ibn Ma’dan, that ‘Umar ibn al-Aswad al- 
‘Ansi said: He went to ‘Ubadah ibn al-Samit who was stationed 
on the shores of Homs in his building, and with him was Umm 
Haram. ‘Umar said that Umm Haram told them that she heard 
the Prophet 3 say: “The first army of my ummah to wage war 
by sea will be guaranteed Paradise.” Umm Haram said, “O 
Messenger of Allah 2%, am I among them?” He replied, “Yes, 
you are among them.” Then the Prophet said, “The first 
army of my ummah to attack the city of Caesar aera 
will be forgiven.” She asked, “O Messenger of Allah £%, am I 


among them?” He replied, ° ‘No.” e (Sahih Bukhari, Kitab al-Jihad wa al-Siyar, Volume 4, page 42) 


le 
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Reflection on the hadith reveals that for the first battle, the 
Prophet & mentioned “the sea,” indicating that 1t would be 
fought using ships and fleets. For the second, he referred to “the 
city of Caesar,” indicating that it would be fought by laying 
siege to the city. Historical records confirm that the first naval 
expedition, led by Amir Mu’awiya (4—< «il .~2)), took place in 
28 AH and conquered Cyprus. Umm Haram was part of this 
expedition, and on the return journey, she fell from her mule and 
passed away, fulfilling the Prophet’s 8 prediction. 


The second battle was against Constantinople, which was the 
capital of the Roman Empire and Palestine. The Prophet # had 


promised forgiveness to the Muslim fighters who would attack 
this city. To fulfill this prophecy and destroy Roman rule, Amir 
Mu’awiya (~+—< ail .~)) gathered a powerful army in 52 AH. 
Among those in the blessed army were prominent companions 
such as Abu Ayyub al-Ansari, Abdullah ibn Umar, and Abdullah 
ibn Abbas (e4— «tl 25). The Romans put up a fierce defense. 
Abdul Aziz ibn Zararah al-Kalbi, eager for martyrdom, charged 
into the Roman ranks and was martyred. (ibn Asir, Volume 3, page 183) 


It was during this campaign that Abu Ayyub al-Ansari (4) .2) 
n~—i—_c) passed away, and more about his life will be shared later, 
Insha’ Allah. 


Some misguided people use this hadith to argue that Yazid is 
also forgiven because he led the army that attacked 
Constantinople. Whereas,,historical study reveals that the first 
attack on Constantinople occurred in 32 AH during the caliphate 
of Hazrat Uthman Ghani (~—< i) 2») under the command of 
Hazrat Ameer Muawiyah (~1© 4i| .~2)). The expedition in which 
Yazid participated took place in either 49, 50, or 52 AH. 
Therefore, Yazid was not part of the first attack, and the glad 
tidings of forgiveness were given specifically to the participants 
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of the first expedition.Even if someone insists that Yazid was the 
one who led the first attack, this claim does not align with 
historical facts.:However, scholars have refuted this argument. 
They point out that forgiveness in this hadith applies to those 
who are deserving of it, meaning believers. Many scholars have 
raised doubts about Yazid’s faith. For example, 


in Irshad al-Sari, al-Qastalani (le i) 45) states: 
iagam GUS Mccall padelwara Aa li peas aga 15S Cpe Sl GS 5 
Var Oi a STE Ome les ceSgig Seal ly sl Onl obs 


laa Ql Gaal gag] _) sae see pei cl saabnc lay pA algal 
SSSR ET Set a eT Al tel igi Ships 
i ee oe 8 Q) GOA 


cole alll Gyall sane oT gall alas } a8 gc prball Cyl atl Lalail » goed! ells 8 Jaa 
Sg om I Syl 5 pal sf Jo 
Pin 0G gil Seal cal yall, St epee Sig Bley ol dally ty goes 
eHecl leg sla ail Aiel aes) oh pads 28 ks gs Y Std ial lelslis 0S i} lin 

Al Aa) sc} 


Translation,“The first to attack the city of Caesar was Yazid ibn 
Mu’awiya, with several prominent companions such as Ibn 
Umar, Ibn Abbas, Ibn Zubair, and Abu Ayyub al-Ansari (41) ~~») 
e—+—_i—c). Abu Ayyub al-Ansari passed away there in 52 AH. Al- 
Muhallab used this to argue that Yazid’s caliphate and entry into 
Paradise were affirmed due to the general phrase ‘forgiven for 
them.’ It was replied that this was merely a defense of the 
Umayyads, and that Yazid could be excluded from this 
forgiveness based on special evidence. There is no dispute that 
‘forgiven for them’ applies only to those who are deserving of 
forgiveness. Thus, if any of them later became an apostate, they 
would not be included, as Ibn al-Munir said. Some have even 
stated that Yazid was cursed for ordering the killing of Hussein, 
and it is agreed that it is permissible to curse anyone who killed, 
ordered, or consented to the killing of Hussein. The evidence 
against Yazid’s happiness over the killing of Hussein and his 
mistreatment of the Prophet’s # family is well-established, 


even if the details come from isolated reports. Therefore, we do 
not hesitate to judge Yazid’s faith and believe that he is cursed 
by Allah and His supporters.” (Irshad al-Sari, Kitab al-Jihad wa al-Siyar, Volume 5, page 105,A1 turath) 
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Even if one were to assume Yazid is included in this forgiveness, 
his previous sins would not be forgiven due to his later actions, 
such as the oppression of the Ahl al-Bayt, distortion of Islamic 
principles, the spread of vice like alcohol and fornication, and 
the desecration of mosques. He would not be part of the general 
forgiveness mentioned in the hadith. Other hadiths show that 
forgiveness applies to past sins, like when the Prophet % said 
that those who perform ablution correctly and pray with 
devotion have their past sins forgiven, (42-4 (— ascites 2<) (Sahih 
Muslim). Numerous good deeds can lead to the forgiveness of 
past sins, but this does not mean one is eternally forgiven. 
Forgiveness is tied to the faith and actions of the individual. 
Therefore, it is clear that Yazid is not included in this 
forgiveness. This explanation was necessary to avoid confusion 
and ensure people safeguard their faith by following the correct 
path. 
The Fatih Market 


On Saturday, October 12, after resting until Zuhr, we performed 
the Zuhr prayer. Our head teacher, Maulana Khalid Madani, 
consulted the teachers about how to utilize the remaining half of 
Saturday and Sunday. Some suggested visiting Bursa to see the 
old mosques from the Ottoman period, many scholars’ shrines, 
and especially to visit the shrine of Ghazi Osman bin Ertugrul 
Ghazi. However, I gave a humble suggestion that since half of 
the day was already passed and the journey to Bursa would take 
about three hours, we might not be able to visit many places if 
we left in the evening. Therefore, it would be better to leave 
early on Sunday morning, giving us the entire day to visit the 
shrines and historical sites. 


But we didn’t want to waste the rest of Saturday either because 
we were in Turkey for only a week, and there were so many 
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places to visit. After some consideration, Maulana Shamoon 
Madani, a senior teacher from Jamia-tul-Madina Birmingham, 
suggested that we go shopping at the Fatih Market today. This 
way, we wouldn’t have to worry about shopping in the following 
days and could follow our schedule without distractions. 
Initially, we had planned to do shopping on the last day, but 
everyone liked this suggestion, and we quickly prepared for the 
trip. 


After traveling for about an hour (35 kilometers) from Faizan-e- 
Madina, we arrived at the Ismail Agha Mosque (Fatih Market) 
around 4:30 PM. The market wasn’t very large, but it was ideal 
for buying Islamic caps, Turkish turbans, and cloaks. 
Everywhere, people were seen wearing turbans and caps, and 
women were dressed in full Islamic attire, including burgqas. It 
felt like we had entered a truly Islamic environment. The 
religious inclination of the people in Turkey is commendable. 
There is a vibrant atmosphere in the mosques, with much higher 
numbers of worshippers compared to Pakistan. After every 
prayer, almost all the worshippers recite the Tasbeeh of Fatima 
with love. Many people also strictly follow the Sunnah prayers 
after Asr and Isha. After Fajr and Maghrib prayers, the Imam 
recites the last verses of Surah Al-Hashr, and people listen to 
them with great enthusiasm. 


The love for the Prophet (abs Hl 5 «ule il Ls) is clearly visible, 
as a few months ago, the entire country celebrated “Yawm-e- 
Durood o Salam” (Day of Sending Blessings and Peace) and the 
whole nation engaged in sending salutations upon the Prophet 
i. SubhanAllah. The ethics of Turkish Muslims reflect true 
Islamic values, such as friendliness, gentleness, smiling while 
meeting others, not getting angry, honoring others, and 
hospitality. These are qualities found in abundance here that 
Muslims around the world can envy. It would be wonderful if 
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such good character and love for prayer and worship became 
common in our own country. 


Along with the men, women also exhibit a strong desire for 
worship, a love for good deeds, maintaining the veil, and using 
scarves. Overall, there is a reflection of an Islamic society here. 
However, despite all these positive aspects, there is still a great 
need for the call to righteousness because there are still many 
people who are not regular in prayers, listen to music, and are 
unaware of Islamic rulings. There is also a lack of religious 
knowledge, immodesty among girls, western-style clothing for 
women, mixed lifestyles, un-Islamic values, and violations of 
social rights. The same factors that encourage sin and 
immorality elsewhere can also be found here. 


A large number of scholars and spiritual leaders are present, by 
the grace of Allah, but there is still a dire need for people who 
can go to others, call them to the mosque, explain the 
importance of prayers and Islamic matters, teach them about 
piety, and remind them of death and the difference between halal 
and haram. With compassion and goodwill, they need to foster 
love for good deeds and hatred for sins. For this purpose, the 
Dawat-e-Islami Madani Qafilah has started reaching Turkey, and 
as per my knowledge, five Dawat-e-Islami centers have been 
established in Turkey, and more work is ongoing. 


Ismail Aga Mosque 


After reaching the Fatih Market, we decided to first eat at a 
restaurant. After having lunch, we went to the Ismail Aga 
Mosque in the Fatih Market to perform the Asr prayer. This 
mosque is also known as “Ismail Aga Jami,” named after 
Sheikh Islam Ismail Aga Afandi (le 41) 4s >) from the 
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Ottoman Caliphate, and the area is called “Char Shamba.” 


The Sufi group associated with this mosque is called the 
Ismail Aga Jamaat. 


The Ismail Aga area feels very similar to the environment 
around Faizan Madina in Karachi. People wearing turbans 
and beards are everywhere, and there are many shops selling 
books, caps, and other religious items. The Ismail Aga 
Jamaat is a Turkish Sufi group linked to the Naqshbandi 
order. They hold spiritual sessions here. People associated 
with this group are highly respected across Turkey. 


Near the mosque, there is a magnificent madrsah under their 
management, offering excellent education and facilities. On 
the lower floor of the school, there is a beautifully decorated 
door that leads to a wedding hall, where weddings for the 
group members are held to avoid worldly distractions. 


The Ismail Aga Jamaat is the result of the reformative efforts 
of Sheikh Mahmood A fandi (le ai! 44-5), Sheikh Mahmood 
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Afandi, born in 1929 in Trabzon, Turkey, completed his 
religious education during a time when the government 
severely restricted religious practices. Despite these 
obstacles, he completed his studies in secret and became the 
Imam of Ismail Aga Mosque in 1954. Although the mosque 
isn’t very large, it is beautifully built. Initially constructed in 
1723, the mosque suffered significant damage during the 
1894 earthquake, and renovations were completed in 1952. 
Sheikh Mahmood Afandi took over the mosque’s 
administration in 1954 and continued leading until 1996. 


When Sheikh Mahmood Afandi noticed that people weren’t 
attending the mosque, he started visiting their homes to build 
a connection. He would knock on doors and offer help with 
shopping or other services, slowly gaining the people’s trust 
and guiding them in religious matters. His efforts played a 
major role in the revival of Islam in Turkey. 


Sheikh Mahmood Afandi passed away on June 23, 2022, and 
his funeral prayer was held at the Fatih Mosque the 
following day. His passing left a significant gap in Turkey’s 
religious and reformative circles. However, he trained many 
scholars and missionaries who continue to work towards 
reviving Islamic traditions across Turkey. 


After visiting the mosque, we walked around the Fatih 
Market with six other teachers (including Maulana Khalid 
Madani, Maulana Irfan Madani, Maulana Tariq Madani, 
Maulana Shamoon Madani, Maulana Bilal Madani, and 
Maulana Owais Madani). We gathered information about the 
prices of turbans and robes and bought them. There is a 
famous shop near the Ismail Aga Mosque, known for 
offering lower prices compared to other stores. We went to 
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this shop and found that the turbans there were indeed 
cheaper than those at other places. This reminded me of a 
saying of a companion of the Prophet (¢L—+5 le ail L4), 
likely Abdul Rahman bin Awf (4— 4) .~2)), who became 
wealthy by taking less profit in his business. After buying 
what we needed, Maulana Khalid Sahib and I were looking 
for a bag. While searching, we found ourselves near the Fatih 
Mosque, just in time for the Maghrib prayer. We decided to 
pray Maghrib there. 


As soon as we finished the prayer, heavy torrential rain 
started, and it became difficult to step outside. Anyway, we 
decided to stay there for a while longer. This Fatih Mosque 
was built under the order of Sultan Mehmed I, also known 
as Mehmed the Conqueror, after the conquest of 
Constantinople. It was the first mosque to be built after the 
conquest of Constantinople. The famous architect Sinan built 
this mosque between 1463 and 1470. 
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The mosque’s structure was part of a larger complex, 
carefully planned with various buildings surrounding it, 
including eight schools, a library, a hospital, a guest house, a 
caravanserai, a market, a bathhouse, an early school, and a 
kitchen. Over time, some graves were also added to the area. 
The original building was almost square, covering an area of 
325 meters, located along the Golden Horn near the Fuzi 
Pasha Road. 


The original mosque built by Sultan Mohammed the 
Conqueror was severely damaged during the 1509 
earthquake, and repairs were carried out afterward. It was 
again affected by earthquakes in 1557 and 1754, leading to 
further repairs. However, the mosque was completely 
destroyed during the earthquake on May 22, 1766, with the 
main dome collapsing and the walls suffering irreparable 
damage. The current mosque was rebuilt by architect 
Mohammad Tahir in 1771 under the orders of Sultan Mustafa 
III, and it was constructed in a completely different 
architectural style. The mosque’s courtyard, main entrance, 
and lower parts of the minarets are the only parts left from 
the original structure, and they were rebuilt in 1771. 


In the mosque’s garden, the graves of Sultan Mohammed the 
Conqueror and his wife Gulbahar Hatun are located. Their 
tombs were also rebuilt after the earthquake. Additionally, 
Sultan Mehmed’s mother, Naksidil Sultan, is buried here, 
along with several government officials. 
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Sultan Mohammed the Conqueror (5 ai rAd )) 


Sultan Mehmed II (Ottoman Turkish: .t6 1», Mehmed-i 
sani; Turkish: II]. Mehmet; March 30, 1432 — May 3, 1481) 
was the seventh Sultan of the Ottoman Empire, ruling from 
1444 to 1446 and from 1451 to 1481. He is the great figure 
who conquered Constantinople, one of the greatest victories 
in Islamic history. Just like the conquest of Jerusalem is one 
of the significant events in history, the conquest of 
Constantinople holds the same importance. The Prophet 
Muhammad (els He at! le) said: 

al alls Ouish aril’s La “yal See! sails Aabib tall (sail 
Translation, “Constantinople will surely be conquered. How 
excellent will be the leader of that army, and how excellent 
will that army be.” (Musnad Ahmad, 7 / 8, Hadith: 18979). Many 
Islamic rulers attempted to conquer Constantinople, but it 
was only Sultan Mohammed the Conqueror who succeeded. 


At the age of 21, in 1453, he began the siege of 
Constantinople with an army of 80,000 to 200,000 soldiers, 
70 artillery pieces, and a fleet of 320 ships. The city was 
surrounded by both sea and land. The Ottoman fleet 
stretched across the Bosphorus in a crescent shape, blocking 
any naval aid to Constantinople. The siege began in early 
April, and initially, the city’s walls held the Ottomans back, 
though Sultan Mohammed's army used the new bombards 
designed by Orban, a massive cannon similar to the 
Dardanelles Gun. The Golden Horn harbor was blocked by 
chains, and 28 warships defended it. 


On April 22, Sultan Mohammed moved his light warships 
around the Genoese Republic of Galata and along the 


northern shores of the Golden Horn. After clearing a path 
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with wooden structures, these ships were transferred from 
the Bosphorus. The Byzantine defenders spread their troops 
along the walls. After nearly a month, Constantinople was 
conquered on May 29, following a 57-day siege. After this 
victory, Sultan Mohammed moved the Ottoman capital from 
Edirne to Constantinople. By conquering Constantinople 
(modern-day Istanbul), he brought an end to the Byzantine 
Christian Empire. Following this great victory, he added the 
title of “Caesar” to his official titles. Sultan Mohammed the 
Conqueror is also remembered by the titles “Sultan 
Mohammed al-Fatih” or “Sultan al-Fatih.” 


After this victory, he went on to conquer the Empire of 
Moria and finally destroyed the last remnants of the 
Byzantine Empire in 1461. The conquest of Constantinople 
granted the Ottoman Empire unparalleled greatness and 
respect across the world, marking the Ottomans as a 
powerful force. 


Establishment of Schools and Educational 
Institutions in Istanbul 


Sultan Mohammed the Conqueror had a deep love for 
knowledge and scholars, which is why he established many 
schools and educational institutions throughout his empire. 
Sultan Orhan was the first ruler to establish an exemplary 
school in the Ottoman Empire, and all subsequent sultans 
followed this educational model. Gradually, a network of 
schools and educational institutions spread across various 
cities like Bursa, Adrianople, and many other parts of the 
country. Sultan Mohammed the Conqueror outpaced his 
ancestors in this field, dedicating himself to the propagation 
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of knowledge and the establishment of schools and 
institutions. He also implemented reforms in the educational 
system, personally overseeing the development and 
improvement of the curriculum. Schools were established in 
cities and villages, and large properties were endowed to 
fund education. 


The curriculum in these schools was reorganized, and classes 
were structured. A system of exams was introduced, and no 
student could move from one level to the next without 
passing the exam for the current level. Sultan Mohammed 
the Conqueror personally supervised educational matters, 
often attending exams and occasionally inspecting schools. 
He would sit with students and listen to their teachers, 
without any embarrassment. He encouraged hard work and 
diligence, rewarding and motivating both teachers and 
students who performed well. Education was provided free 
of charge across the country, with no financial burden on the 
students. The curriculum in these schools emphasized 
subjects such as Tafseer (exegesis of the Qur’an), Hadith, 
Fiqh (jurisprudence), literature, rhetoric, grammar, and 
geometry. In Constantinople, eight schools were attached to 
his mosque, where higher education was imparted. These 
schools also provided accommodation for students, with 
separate rooms for sleeping and eating. Each student was 
given a monthly stipend. The schools were open year-round, 
and the libraries were managed by knowledgeable and pious 
librarians. Books were issued to students and teachers based 
on a strict system, and every three months, the library was 
audited. 


These schools offered education from elementary to PhD 
levels, with separate sections for both traditional Islamic 


24 


2024 Gt A 


sciences and rational sciences, as well as technical subjects. 
Education was highly valued throughout the empire, and 
ministers, scholars, and wealthy individuals competed to 
establish schools, mosques, educational institutions, and 
welfare trusts. 


The Impact of Sultan Mohammed the Conqueror’s Death 


In the month of Rabi’ al-Awwal 886 AH, corresponding to 
1481 AD, Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror departed from 
Constantinople towards Asia Minor, where a large army was 
ready for battle at Scutari. Before he could leave Istanbul, his 
health began to deteriorate. However, driven by his passion 
for jihad, he disregarded his illness and set out to lead his 
army. It was his habit to enter battle even in sickness, 
believing that the hardships of war would cure him. But this 
time, his condition worsened, and upon reaching Scutari, it 
became difficult for him to continue. Doctors were called, 
but it was already decided that no treatment would help. 
Sultan Mohammed the Conqueror passed away on Thursday, 
4 Rabi’ al-Awwal 886 AH, corresponding to 3 May 1481, at 
the age of 52. He had ruled the Ottoman Empire for over 30 
years. 


Sultan Mohammed the Conqueror had aspired to extend 
Islamic conquests from southern Italy to the far north, 
aiming to conquer France, Spain, and beyond, but life did not 
grant him the time. His death was a great loss to the Islamic 
world, and the entire Muslim world mourned deeply. 
Muslims around the globe wept for the Sultan whose 
victories had astonished the world. He was a soldier who had 
revived the memories of the early Muslim generations. On 
the other hand, when the Christian pope heard of his death, 
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he opened the doors of the churches and celebrated. May 
Allah’s mercy and blessings be upon Sultan Mehmed the 
Conqueror’s grave. Ameen. 


This is a brief history of Sultan Mohammed the Conqueror. It 
is my habit to research historical places whenever I visit, so I 
can understand the purpose of my visit and learn valuable 
lessons from these places. After praying the Maghrib prayer 
at the Fatih Mosque, we waited for the rain to stop. About an 
hour later, the rain ceased, and we headed back towards the 
market to find a place for dinner before returning to Faizan 
Madinah. We came across a small hotel at the end of Fatih 
Market, where a few young boys were working, and an older 
man, whom we assumed to be the owner, was working with 
them. We decided to order food from there. The food was 
freshly prepared and very delicious. During our conversation 
with the children, we learned that they were Syrian refugees 
who had fled due to the difficult conditions in Syria. They 
were working to make a living. After enjoying the tasty food, 
we paid the bill and gave a tip of 50 Turkish Liras to the 
children. This experience made me realize that there are 
many people around us who may not ask for help but are 
silently struggling and working hard. Whenever possible, we 
should buy something from them or give a little extra money 
as it can bring blessings to our livelihood, J=s5< atl -L& o, 


After finishing our meal, we booked a taxi and returned to 
Faizan Madinah at around 10:42 PM. We prayed Isha and 
rested because the next day we planned to visit Bursa after 
Fajr. 

Departure to Bursa 
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Our head teacher had arranged the booking of vehicles for 
our trip to Bursa the night before. Two cars were booked 
because many students were also ready to go. Bursa, known 
as the “City of Scholars,” has many tombs of scholars and 
commentators. Part of the journey was by road, and part was 
by sea, as traveling by sea saved both time and expenses. 
After a three-hour journey, we arrived in the city at 10 AM. It 
has been the practice of the righteous to visit the sacred sites 
whenever they travel to a city, and scholars have considered 
the intention to visit these places as part of the proper 
etiquette of travel.41 +—<|, we also had the intention to visit 
the tombs of the righteous in Bursa with good intentions. 
With this mindset, we visited many sacred sites in Bursa. 


The Turkish city of Bursa is renowned for its historical and 
cultural significance. It was the first capital of the Ottoman 
Empire and played a vital role in the early days of the 
empire’s foundation. Bursa was conquered in 1326 by 
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Ottoman Sultan Orhan Ghazi (the son of Osman Ghazi and 
the grandson of Ertugrul Ghazi), and became the first capital 
of the empire, a status it held until 1363, when the capital 
was moved to Edirne. From the onset of the Ottoman era, 
mosques, schools, and baths were constructed in Bursa, some 
of which still stand today. Notably, the “Ulu Cami” (Great 
Mosque), built in 1399, is nearly six hundred years old and is 
a magnificent example of Ottoman architecture. We also 
performed the Zuhr prayer in this mosque. Additionally, 
Bursa is known for its hot springs and silk industry, which 
made it an economic hub during the Ottoman period. 


The “Uludag” mountain, located near the city, is also quite 
famous. Due to heavy snowfall in the winter, it has become 
an attractive spot for tourists. Although we didn’t visit this 
year, when we went to Turkey in 2022, we took a chairlift up 
the mountain, and there was quite a lot of snow. However, 
the pleasure of experiencing nature’s views is unmatched. 
Bursa is also referred to as “Yesil Bursa,” meaning “Green 
Bursa,” due to its gardens, greenery, and natural beauty. 
Bursa’s historical importance makes it a key center of 
Turkish culture and Ottoman heritage, and today it attracts 
tourists not only from Turkey but from around the world. 


Our first stop in Bursa was at the mausoleum of Ghazi 
Osman 4yle ail doa), . 
Osman bin Ertugrul Ghazi 5 43) 44a) 


In 656 AH, corresponding to 1258 CE, a son was born to 
Ertugrul. His parents named him Osman. It is this Osman to 
whom the Ottoman Empire is attributed. This event took 
place in the same year that Hulagu Khan, under the 
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leadership of the Mongols, attacked the capital of the 
Abbasid Caliphate, Baghdad. Many significant events took 
place during this period. Muslims faced great hardships, as 
Ibn Kathir writes: 


“They turned towards the city, killing men, women, children, 
the elderly, young and middle-aged, in fact, anyone they 
found. Many people hid in deserted wells, forests, and ruins, 
remaining in hiding for a long time. Many gathered in shops, 
closed the doors, but the Tatars set fire to the doors or broke 
them open and created heaps of corpses. Those who survived 
fled to the mountain tops. These savages carried out such 
bloodshed that blood flowed in the streets like rainwater. No 
one’s life was spared except for the Jews, Christians, and 
those who sought refuge with them. This was a great and 
tragic event that the Muslim Ummah had to endure, a 
community that had grown weak due to its sins and 
disobedience, losing its strength. The Mongols engaged in 
indiscriminate killing, plundered wealth, and destroyed 
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homes. In these difficult circumstances, while the Muslim 
Ummah was fragmented, the founder of the Ottoman 
Empire, Osman, was born.” 


Here lies a very subtle point: when the Muslim Ummah had 
reached the peak of weakness, it began its rise once again, 
preparing for the heights of honor and success. This is the 
wisdom of God; He does as He wills, and His command is 
always executed. Osman I achieved many victories in his 
life, and it is in his name that the Ottoman Empire was 
founded. When Osman Ghazi passed away, the area he 
controlled was 16,000 square kilometers. He succeeded in 
opening the route to the Sea of Marmara and conquered two 
important cities, Nicomedia and Bursa, which were 
considered of great importance in the Byzantine Empire. 
When Osman Ghazi was on his deathbed, he made a will to 
his son, Sultan Orhan, which was also recorded by Turkish 
historians. This will became the guiding principle for 
subsequent Ottoman Sultans. 


In Al-Tarikh Al-Siyasi Li-Dawlat Al-‘Alia Al-‘Uthmaniyya, 
the will Osman made to his son is presented in the following 
words: “O my son! The propagation of Islam, guiding people 
to this religion, and protecting the honor, wealth, and welfare 
of Muslims is your duty and responsibility. You will be 
accountable before Allah regarding this matter.” Similarly, in 
the book Masa’at Osman, this will is expressed in slightly 
different terms: “O my son, I am going to the presence of my 
Lord. I am proud of you, as you will be just with the people 
and will fight in the way of Allah to spread the religion of 
Islam.” Osman continues, “O my son! I advise you to always 
respect the scholars of the Ummah, never let their dignity 
and respect decrease, follow their advice, for they command 
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good. O my dear, never engage in actions that do not please 
Allah. If any difficulty arises, consult the scholars of Sharia, 
and they will certainly guide you towards good. Remember, 
O my son, the only way we follow in this world is the one 
Allah has shown us, and our purpose is to propagate the 
religion. We are not seekers of wealth and power.” 


In Al-Tarikh Al-‘Uthmani Al-Musawwar, a similar account of 
this will is narrated. Osman tells his son, “Keep the 
continuity of Jihad in the path of Allah, and always keep the 
flag of Islam high with the most complete form of Jihad. 
Always remain the servant of Islam, for Allah, through a 
weak servant like me, took care of opening cities. Spread the 
word of Tawhid through Jihad in the path of Allah to all 
corners of the world. Anyone from my descendants who 
turns away from justice and truth will be deprived of the 
intercession of the Prophet Muhammad £% on the Day of 


Judgment.” 


Osman’s will was a code that the Ottomans adhered to 
throughout their reign. They prioritized knowledge and 
educational institutions, military and defense organizations, 
the respect and honor of scholars, and Jihad in the path of 
Allah. As a result, they reached the furthest corners of the 
world and spread Islamic civilization in areas far and wide, 
wherever the flag of Islam went. This will remained a 
guiding principle for the Ottoman rulers during their time of 
prosperity. 
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Next to the tomb of Osman Ghazi, lies the tomb of his son 
Orhan. After Osman’s death, his son Orhan ascended the 
throne and continued his father’s policies regarding 
governance and statecraft. In 727 AH, corresponding to 1327 
CE, Orhan’s forces captured Nicomedia, a city near Istanbul, 
located in the northwest of Asia Minor, which is now called 
Izmit. Orhan established the first Ottoman university here 
and appointed Dawood Qaysari, a renowned Ottoman 
scholar, as its principal, who had studied in Egypt. 


Orhan also formed a military force in line with the needs of 
the time, marking the foundation of the standing army of the 
Ottoman Empire. Before this, the Ottomans had carried out 
conquests in the form of small tribal expeditions. Sultan 
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Orhan wished to fulfill the prophecy of the Prophet 
Muhammad £8, which foretold the conquest of 


Constantinople. He devised a strategic plan to besiege the 
Byzantine capital from both the east and west 
simultaneously. To implement this, he sent his son, Crown 
Prince Suleiman, to cross the narrow “Dardanelles Strait” in 
the darkness of the night in 758 AH and capture key strategic 
points. Suleiman, with forty Muslim horsemen, crossed the 
strait and seized the Roman ships stationed on the western 
shore, bringing them to the eastern side. This allowed the 
Ottomans to establish control over several cities and forts 
along the strait, paving the way for the conquest of 
Constantinople later. 


After visiting the shrines, we performed the Zuhr prayer at 
the “Ulu Camu” (Great Mosque), one of the oldest mosques 
from the early Ottoman period. The mosque was large and 
beautifully decorated with intricate calligraphy. The 
architectural style of all Turkish mosques is consistent with 
Ottoman design, and each mosque has its own distinctive 
number of minarets. 


The Importance of the Number of Minarets in Turkish 
Mosques 


The number of minarets in Turkish mosques reflects both 
historical and religious significance. During the Ottoman 
period, the number of minarets in a mosque was of particular 
importance and was considered a symbol of the mosque’s 
status and the power of the empire or sultan who 
commissioned its construction. 
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1.One or Two Minarets: Mosques with one or two 
minarets were generally used as places of regular worship. 
These mosques were usually located in small villages or 
areas, and their purpose was to provide a space for 
everyday prayers. 

2.Four Minarets: Mosques with four minarets were 
particularly revered during the Ottoman Empire. These 
mosques were commonly referred to as “Sultantye Cami” 
(Royal Mosques) and were typically constructed under the 
orders of important rulers or sultans. 

3.Six Minarets: Only a few mosques in Turkey have six 
minarets, such as the famous “Sultan Ahmed Mosque” 
(Blue Mosque) in Istanbul. Six minarets are seen as a 
symbol of the mosque’s special status and the peak of the 
Ottoman Empire. 


The number of minarets not only indicated the status and 
rank of a mosque but was also a hallmark of Ottoman 
architectural style. It allowed people to discern the era and 
the ruler under whom the mosque was built. 


In addition, the domes inside the mosques were designed so 
that when the Imam stood on the pulpit to deliver the 
sermon, the sound could reach everyone in the mosque 
without the use of a microphone. 


After completing the Zuhr prayer, we went to the market 
next to the mosque, as some students and teachers needed to 
exchange currency, and I also had to pick up my bag. After 
shopping, we got into our vehicles and headed to the shrine 
of the exegesis scholar Ruh al-Bayan, Maulana Ismail Haqqi 
pple ail 4.» ) which was located about two kilometers from 
the Ulu Camii. 
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Visit to the Tomb of the Quranic Exegete, Maulana 
Ismail Haqqi © 43) 4a) 
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The life of the great scholar, Quranic interpreter, and Sufi, 
Maulana Ismail Haqgi ~—-l- at! 4s», is based on his 
contributions as a renowned religious scholar, exegete, and 
Sufi. His full name was Ismail Haqqi bin Mustafa, and he 
belonged to the Khalwati Sufi order. He dedicated his life to 
acquiring religious knowledge and spiritual training and 
became famous as a distinguished scholar. Along with his 
interpretation of the Quran, he also made _ significant 
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contributions in other fields. Maulana Ismail Haqqi i! 4«—»_ 
r—_il__< was a great exegete and a highly respected Sufi. His 
Quranic commentary, Ruh al-Bayan, not only holds a high 
intellectual status but also includes Sufi insights and 
teachings. Many sayings of the saints and Sufis are found in 
this commentary, and it beautifully addresses the reform of 
both the outward and inner self, as well as the secrets and 
mysteries of Sharia and Tariqa. 


Maulana Ismail Haqqi ~e «il 4.» was born in 1063 AH in 
Ayidos, Turkey. He received his early education in his 
hometown and later went to Constantinople (modern-day 
Istanbul) to specialize in Islamic sciences. There, he joined 
the Khalwati Sufi order for his spiritual training. His spiritual 
mentor guided him, helping him reach important stages in 
Sufism. The Khalwati order played a significant role in his 
spiritual life. He gained deep insight into various aspects of 
religion, which is reflected in his writings. After offering 
Fatiha (prayers) and sending blessings for Maulana Ismail 
Haqqi ~le tl 4a, and after sharing some aspects of his life, 
we prayed the Asr prayer in the mosque next to his tomb. 
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After completing the Asr prayer, we planned to return to 
Istanbul. Brother Nauman, a fourth-year student, guided us 
to a nearby mosque called Zeyneler Mosque, which has a 
historical cemetery within its premises where only scholars 
and Sufis are buried. We decided to visit the cemetery and 
asked the driver to take us there. Although the driver was 
unfamiliar with the place, we found the location online and 
informed him. We arrived in about ten minutes and saw a 
small mosque, built in the Ottoman style and nearly 500 
years old. Upon entering, we saw a plaque listing the names 
of about fifty scholars and Sufis who passed away between 


37 


2024 Gb A 


1481 and 1877. Their tombs were located behind the mosque 
in a small cemetery. Sometimes, visitors have difficulty 
finding the cemetery because it is located at the back, so 
there is a path leading from the side of the mosque. 


The names of the scholars buried there are as follows: 


Maulana Khusro we ail 44a, Imam Zada Ahmed Ale atl dea) 

Maulana Hayali le 4s) 40x5,, Muhammad Abdul Ghani Hanafi we i) 4.05 
Finary Zada Mahasi ~le i) 4ea,,. Hazaker Zada Ahmed Nadri we ail 4405 
Hassan Chalbi ade itl dex, Mustafa Muhammad Nadri ~le ail dea) 
Madris Sinoopli Elias le ail 4ea5,, Ali Wazeh we ail doa) 

Qazi Zada Qasim ~le 4tl4ea5,. Kara Baba bin Ibrahim ~e at! doa 
Madris Khidr Shah ase 40! 40a, Abdul Rahman Shami le atl doa) 
Viyoglu Darvish Muhammad we i! 4ea5,. Hassan Sheikh Katsi ~le ail 440.5 
Safiuddin Mustafa wle ail 4ea5,, Haji Baik Ibrahim le ai! doa) 

Madris Sojari Shuja ~le 40) 44a5,. Karatman wle ail dea) 

Mufti Ahmad Pasha Oglo wle ail 44a),. Haji Khalifa Ibn Wafa ~le ai! doa) 
Khidr Beg “Hc i) 4ea5,. Bolo Muhammad Chalbi le ail 44a) 

Qazi Sheikh Huwasi Shuja «le «il 445,. Muallim Zada Mustafa ~le ai! doa) 
Muallim Zada Lutf Rahman we ai! 4ea5,. Syed Ali le ail dea) 

Israfel Zada Fakhruddin ~de ai! 46,. Muhammad Chalbi ~le ail doa) 
Kashcho Abdi Chalbi we atl 4ea5,. Abdul Aziz we ail deal 

Madris Abdul Wahid we ail dea, Abdullah ~le ail doa 

Madris Sufyan agle ail doa, Muhammad ade ail doa) 

Asi Zada Madris Hassan awe at! 4a, Ahmed wile atl aaa) 

Madris Yuzon Muslimuddin ~e ail 46a. Kamal Akif we ail doa) 

Anatoli Askeri Muallim ~le ail 4435,. Muslimuddin sie ail doa) 

Zada Ahmed Effendi ~He 40) 40,, Mahmood Hiran ~e ail 40a) 

Mufti Muhammad Pasha bin Khidr ~le 4s) 44s ),. Hussam Zada Sunni Allah 
rile ail dea) 

Bebek Qazi Alauddin le i) 4ea),. Saadat Zada Ismail we at! doa) 

Imam Zada Ahmed ~He ail 4ea5,. Wahbi wale at! doa) 


Those familiar with Islamic scholarship will understand that 
these are not ordinary personalities. Some of them were great 
scholars of their time, whose books are still used by scholars 
today. For instance, Maulana Khusro ~e 4i| 4«-s 5, the author 
of the famous Hanafi jurisprudence book “Dard wal Gharar,” 
and Maulana Hassan Chalbi, who wrote commentary on 
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“Tabeen al-Haqaiq” on the famous work “Kanaz al-Daqaiq,” 
known as “Hashtya al-Shalabi.” Similarly, Maulana Hayali 
role ai) 4.—s >, who was an expert in logic and theology. For 
brevity, I will not go into the details of these scholars’ lives, 
but the point of this account is to inform you that whenever 
you visit, make sure to visit the tombs of these great 
individuals. Perhaps their blessings will lead to our 
forgiveness. 


After offering Fatiha and prayers, we boarded our respective 
buses and headed back to Istanbul. We crossed the sea by 
ferry, which took about 45 minutes. As mentioned earlier, 
this is a cheap and enjoyable way to travel across the sea, 
especially for those like us who occasionally experience sea 
travel. So, we decided to cross via the ferry. The whole day 
had been spent in visits and traveling, and by around 10 PM, 
we returned to Faizan Madinah, prayed Isha, had dinner, and 
then prepared for rest, as the next day’s program at Jamia Al- 
Madina was scheduled to begin at Fajr time, and I was 
responsible for managing the schedule. 


Arrival of Mufti Hassan Sahib 


On Monday, 14th October 2024, the three-day training 
session of Jamia Al-Madina UK and Europe began with Fajr 
prayer. We were fortunate to have special time with Mufti 
Hassan Sahib, the respected Mufti of Dawat-e-Islami and 
Muhaddith of Dawat-e-Islami. Mufti Sahib is also my 
teacher, and we studied Sahih Bukhari under his guidance 
during our final year of scholar course. He is a Hafiz of the 
Quran, an expert in Fiqh, and especially knowledgeable in 
the science of Hadith and the biographies of narrators. When 
he speaks about Hadith verification, it feels as though we are 
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learning from Imam Bukhari himself. He also taught us a 
great book of Hadith methodology, ~4451!, alongside Bukhari 


Sharif. He has the habit of making students work on one 
book of Hadith, so our assignment was to work on the 
explanation of Sahih Bukhari, Bashir al-OQari, and we were 
to bring it back with verification in the next few days. 


These are some memories from my student days. Once 
again, we were blessed by our respected teacher, who 
dedicated his time to us during this session. At the strong 
insistence of the students and teachers, he also taught us the 
famous book of Imam Nawawi ~se ail 4.—s), Arba’in al- 
Nawawi, and at the end, granted us permission for the Hadith 
sanad (chain of narration). Additionally, there were various 
lectures from other scholars during the session. One such 
scholar, whose name I must mention, is Sheikh Al-Amr al- 
Ra’1, a distinguished and respected scholar from Syria. He is 
a great Quran reciter and Hafiz, currently serving at Dawat- 
e-Islami’s Madrasa Al-Madina in Turkey. He is a devout 
Sunni and lover of the Ahl al-Bayt. He conducted some 
Arabic language and Quran recitation practices with the 
students. Although the time was short, Sheikh’s lessons 
ignited a passion for learning Arabic among the students, and 
the Jamia board plans to arrange regular Arabic classes for 
the students. 


Mufti Sahib taught 40 Hadiths, which was done based on the 
request of the students and teachers. This is because there is 
great virtue in learning and transmitting 40 Hadiths, as 
mentioned in Mishkat al-Masabih: 

Vaagadi s Ledlds Aslidll gs Al CUS 5 Lead ail aes Iga pol (8 Lae Cues) hal (cle Shia (yo 
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Translation,“Whoever memorizes 40 Hadiths related to my 

Ummah, Allah J» 5 3-© will raise them as a fagih, and on the 

Day of Judgment, I will be their intercessor and witness. 
(Mishkat al-Masabih, Volume 1, Page 86, Published in Beirut) 


In Mirgat al-Mafatih (Explanation of Mishkat al-Masabih) 
and Lama’at al-Tangih, it is mentioned under this Hadith 


(J.52U Beall 5)? yas SV) Gusta) lai Lia Sadat ol yall 2s 5 gill BLY! JL 
nary dis cline ddim loa cLaline ch yo Ys gbedas al Oy Gpalrcall 2) 
aga) Sais al Le Ugladag Y <cjpalanall ¢ Lai 
Translation,Imam Nawawi (ule il 4.5 ) said:““The intended 
meaning of ‘memorizing’ here is transmitting forty Hadiths 
to the Muslims, even if they are not memorized or their 
meanings are not known. This is the true meaning of this 
virtue, and through this means (1.e., by transmitting to 
Muslims), they will benefit. It is not sufficient just to 
memorize them without transmitting them. 

(Translation from Mirgat al-Mafatih, Volume 1, Page 328, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut) 


Furthermore, Sheikh Abdul Hag Muhaddith Dehlawi (41) 403 
rp—il_—¢) wrote in Ash ’aat al-Lum’at under this Hadith: “The 
scholars say that the purpose of this saying of the Prophet 
(aLss cule ail 1-2) is to transmit forty Hadiths to the people, 
even if one has not memorized them and does not know their 
meanings.” (Ash’aat al-Lum‘at Translation, Volume 1, Page 517, Published in Lahore) 


Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan Naeemi (~:c 41| 4. )) states under 
this Hadith: “This Hadith has many aspects: to memorize and 
convey forty Hadiths to Muslims, to print and distribute 
them, to translate or explain them for understanding, or to 
collect them in book form after hearing them from narrators. 
All of these actions are included. Thus, anyone who conveys 
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forty Hadiths of religious matters to my Ummah will be 
considered among the scholars of the religion on the Day of 
Judgment, and I will intercede for them, testifying to their 
faith and piety. Otherwise, every Muslim will receive general 
intercession and testimony. Based on this Hadith, almost all 
Hadith scholars have compiled a separate collection of forty 
Hadiths, called Arba’iniyah, which includes the works of 
Imam Nawawi and Sheikh Abdul Hag Dehlawi.” 

(Mira’at al-Manaajih, Volume 1, Page 221, Published in Gujarat) 


In Fayd al-Qadeer, it is mentioned: 
al Utd (eld (28 LaLaill o 53 Hl al peal) Leds 5 (tke Gye Lae Gey! al cle ds Gy) 
ae st als de! adi cle laa 3) Co jg Ye Lis 6) 5 26 sll Jae Abed ol aga) Uelis 


Translation,“Whoever memorizes forty Hadiths from my 
Sunnah and transmits them to others, I will include them in 
my intercession on the Day of Judgment. If they do not 
transmit them, they will not receive this promise, even if 
they have memorized them by heart. The benefit of this 
virtue lies in benefiting the Ummah, which has not been 


achieved if the Hadiths are not transmitted.” 
(Fayd al-Qadeer, Volume 6, Page 118, Al-Maktabah al-Tiyariyyah, Cairo) 


The training session continued until October 16, and then the 
schedule for Istanbul’s visits was planned under the guidance 
of the Majlis Jam’iat al-Madina for October 17 and 18. It 
was decided that on the morning of October 17, we would 
perform Fajr prayers at the blessed grave of the host of the 
Prophet, Hazrat Sayyiduna Abu Ayyub al-Ansari (4) 2) 


ric), 
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On the morning of October 17, 2024, around 6 AM, we 
arrived at the mosque next to the shrine of Hazrat Sayyiduna 
Abu Ayyub al-Ansari (4— iI =). We were amazed to see 
the mosque full of worshippers, as though it was Eid. The 
mosque was packed both upstairs and downstairs, with 
scenes of Quran recitation and dhikr. The love and devotion 
of the Turkish people towards prayer were truly remarkable. 
We all offered the Fajr prayer together. Afterward, Hafiz 
Sajjad Sahib conducted a Quranic lesson. By the time the 
lesson was over, the door to the shrine had opened, and 
everyone went inside with Mufti Hassan Sahib to pay their 
respects. After offering Fateha and prayers, we felt a deep 
spiritual peace. It was clear that this is the unique quality of 
Allah’s righteous servants—whether in their lifetime or after 
their passing, visiting their shrines gives one the feeling of 
being in another world. May Allah forgive us all through the 
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blessings of such great individuals. Now, let’s listen to some 
aspects of the life of the host of the Prophet, Hazrat 
Sayyiduna Abu Ayyub al-Ansari (~e i) (2). 


When the Prophet (els ao) gale ail .l.4) completed His 
migration and arrived in Madinah, a group of devoted 
followers was with Him. As the journey continued, the Ansar 
eagerly took hold of the camel’s reins, asking the Prophet to 
stay at their homes. However, the Prophet (Ils le ai) be 
a—_l— 5) replied, “Let it go, wherever Allah wishes my camel 
will stop.” Eventually, the camel sat down in front of a 
house, and the owner quickly ran to take the Prophet’s 
belongings and brought them into his house. The Prophet 
(alLizs Ils aple ai! ls) stayed there for seven months until the 
Prophet’s Mosque and the surrounding chambers were built, 
at which point He moved into the chambers with His wives. 
(Al-Tabagat Ibn Sa’d, Vol. 1, p. 183, summarised; Ibn Hisham’s Seerah, p. 198-199, summarised) 


Do you know that Hazrat Sayyiduna Abu Ayyub al-Ansari 
(—_< ail 4 5) was the first blessed companion to host the 
Prophet (ali 3 all sg agle 4i) le) in Madinah? His real name was 
Khalid bin Zaid bin Kulaib, and his title was Abu Ayyub. He 
was one of the 70 fortunate companions who pledged 
allegiance to the Prophet (AL-—+5 ls mle ai) 4) at Aqabah 
before the migration. (Al-Tabagat Ibn Sa’d, Vol. 3, p. 368-369) Hazrat Abu 
Ayyub al-Ansari (——+— ail +=) demonstrated immense 
respect, devotion, and loyalty to the Prophet (ls wile ail le 
et— 5) through his words and actions. For example, when he 
first offered the upper room to the Prophet, the Prophet (.b= 
al—s5 Ils nyle al) chose the lower one to make it easier for 
visitors. On another occasion, when a water jug broke in the 
upper room, Hazrat Abu Ayyub (~~ 4i! 2 5) spread his own 
blanket to soak up the water, even though he had only one 
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blanket, and endured the cold night to avoid causing any 
inconvenience to the Prophet (abe s alls we ai! ~le), 


(Seerah Ibn Hisham, p. 199) 


One night, Hazrat Abu Ayyub (~~ 44! +») and his wife felt 
uneasy about the Prophet (¢L—s Ils ale atl .l4) being 
downstairs while they were upstairs. They spent the whole 
night squeezed into a corner, and in the morning, they went 
to the Prophet (ALi 3 — g mile ai) ls) with tears in their eyes, 
worried that some dust from the upper room might fall on the 
Prophet. Seeing their love and sorrow, the Prophet (4! .b= 


alas alls ale) agreed to stay in the upper room. 
(Delail al-Nubuwwah by Al-Bayhagi, Vol. 2, p. 501, Muslim, p. 874, Hadith: 5358) 


Hazrat Abu Ayyub (~+-© 4i| 2) would send food to the 
Prophet (el 5 Is we i! 4), and when the plate returned, 
he would check for marks of the Prophet’s blessed fingers. 
He would then take a bite from the same spot for blessings. 
(Musnad Ahmad, Vol. 9, p. 135, Hadith: 23576) On one occasion, Hazrat Abu 
Ayyub (+ 4i| .»= )) stood guard at the Prophet’s house 
during the night, and in the morning, the Prophet (me <i! le 
els:5 ls) prayed for his protection, saying: “O Allah, protect 
Abu Ayyub as he protected me during the night. 


(Seerah Ibn Hisham, p. 442) 


Hazrat Abu Ayyub (~~ «il 2») was known for his piety, 
bravery, and dedication to Jihad. He participated in every 
battle and continued to fight in the path of Allah until his last 
breath. In 51 AH, during the conquest of Constantinople, he 
passed away and was buried near the walls of the city. For 
years, the Christians feared touching his grave, but they 
could not disturb it due to the special blessing of the 
Prophet’s (AL —+s ls ~a1e ai) .l4) prayers. The shrine has 
remained preserved even after the Muslim conquest of 
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Constantinople. Today, under the Turkish government, the 
shrine of Hazrat Abu Ayyub (~~ 44) =») continues to be a 
revered and sacred place for visitors. (Karamat al-Sahabah, p. 182) 


The mosque adjacent to his shrine, known as the Eyup Sultan 
Mosque, is one of the oldest mosques in Turkey. It is located 
outside the ancient city walls of Constantinople, near the 
Golden Horn. The mosque was built in 1458, five years after 
the Ottoman conquest of Constantinople, and was 
constructed on the site where Hazrat Abu Ayyub al-Ansari 
(ie ail 2 ») died during the siege of Constantinople in 670 
CE. His tomb is a highly revered and respected site for the 
Turkish people. 


After offering Fateha at the shrine, we visited the graves of 
other scholars in the nearby cemetery. Among them was the 
tomb of the great Ottoman Mufti, Abu Su’ud al-Afandi (4) 
r—iLc «il), He was a prominent Islamic scholar and jurist who 
issued over forty fatwas. Before his death, he requested that 
his fatwa box be buried with him in the hope that it would 
lead to his forgiveness. Near his tomb was his Dar al-Hadith, 
where he used to teach Hadith. 


After this visit, we walked to a nearby fortress, about ten 
minutes away on foot, where Hazrat Abu Shaybah’s (4) 2) 
-i—c) tomb is located. There, we also visited the blessed hair 
of the Prophet (At—+5 Is al ai! .l4), which had been 
preserved and was a source of blessings for those who 
visited. 


After this, we returned to the market near Hazrat Abu 


Ayyub’s (~i— «i! 2») shrine, where some of our group did 
shopping, and I bought some toys for the children. I also 
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noticed how the Turkish people have preserved their 
heritage, with buildings and sacred relics from hundreds of 
years ago still intact. Their respect for these treasures and the 
way they safeguard them is truly remarkable. 


After the visits, we returned to our coaches and headed back 
to Faizan-e-Madina. We had a rest until Dhuhr prayer, and in 
the evening, Haji Rafi’ Attarl, a member of the Shura, 
delivered a lecture. After dinner, we offered Isha prayer and 
were reminded to rest early, as the next day we would be 
visiting more historical sites in Istanbul. 


The Largest Mosque of Turkey, Camlica 


On the morning of October 18th, Friday, around 5:30 AM, 
everyone woke up and prepared before Fajr prayer, having 
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breakfast before it. The plan was to leave for the sites right 
after the prayer, around 6:30 AM, as we had to visit several 
places. After offering the Fajr prayer in congregation, 
everyone sat in their designated bus. The plan was to first 
visit the graves of Hazrat Yusha bin Noon (peace be upon 
him) and Hazrat Aziz Muhammad Huda’i (wl 40) 4a—s 5) on 
the Asian side, and after finishing there around 11 AM, 
return to the European side to pray Jumu’ah at Hagia Sophia. 


On the way, we reached near Turkey’s largest mosque, 
Camlica Mosque, and decided to visit it as well. Camlica 
Mosque, located on the Asian side of Istanbul, is one of 
Turkey’s most famous and largest mosques. It opened to the 
public in 2019, and its construction began in 2013. The 
mosque combines the 600-year-old Ottoman architectural 
style with modern requirements. The design is not only 
aesthetically pleasing but also includes many modern 
facilities, such as large halls, a special women’s prayer area, 
and a large parking lot. The roof of the mosque offers a 
beautiful view of Istanbul. Inside, there are exquisite carpets, 
stained glass windows, and beautiful Islamic-style 
decorations. The mosque’s total area exceeds 15,000 square 
meters, and it can accommodate 60,000 worshippers at once. 
The mosque is an important place of worship and also a 
major example of Turkey’s Islamic culture, history, and 
architecture. It has a library and an art gallery. Due to its high 
location, the mosque offers a magnificent view of Istanbul. 


Initially, we intended to visit the graves of Hazrat Yusha bin 
Noon (a>Uull «ule) and Hazrat Aziz Muhammad Huda’i (4 5 
ric .ul) after visiting the mosque, but we got so absorbed in 
the beauty of Camlica Mosque that when we checked the 
time, it was already 11:30 AM. With about 150 students in 
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the group, it took time for everyone to gather. Since the time 
for Jumu’ah prayer was also approaching, we decided to 
head straight to Hagia Sophia. 


The last time we visited these graves was in 2022, so we 
made sure to visit them again if possible. The grave of 
Hazrat Aziz Muhammad Huda’i (~ 4t! 4.) is located in 
the Uskudar district, about 30 minutes from Istanbul. He is 
reported to have said that whoever visits his grave will not 
die by fire, drown, or live in poverty. Many religious 
scholars have mentioned similar blessings for those visiting 
his shrine. While some people may criticize such statements, 
others gain benefits from them. Anyway, everyone’s fate is 
different. After visiting Camlica Mosque, we boarded the 
buses and headed towards Hagia Sophia. Being Friday, 
traffic was heavy, but we reached Hagia Sophia in time for 
the Jumu’ah prayer. 
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Hagia Sophia is one of the most famous and _ historic 
buildings in Istanbul, with a history spanning nearly 1500 
years. This building has been used as a place of worship for 
different religions during various periods, and its history 
includes many significant phases.The construction of Hagia 
Sophia began in 537 AD under the order of Byzantine 
Emperor Justinian I and was completed in just five years. Its 
purpose was to demonstrate the greatness and religious 
power of the Byzantine Empire. Initially, Hagia Sophia was a 
church and was considered the largest church in the world at 
the time. Its central dome was one of the largest roofs in the 
world, and the decorations and art used in its construction 
made it a magnificent religious and cultural center. In 1453, 
Sultan Mohammed II conquered Constantinople (Istanbul) 
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and converted Hagia Sophia into a mosque. During the 
Ottoman period, several changes were made, including the 
addition of mihrabs, minarets, and other Islamic architectural 
features. The Ottoman rulers adorned Hagia Sophia in its 
mosque form, and it continued to be a place for Friday 
prayers, daily prayers, and other Islamic worship. 


In 1923, the foundation of Turkey’s democracy was laid, and 
secular reforms began under the leadership of Mustafa 
Kemal Atatiirk. In 1935, Atatiirk’s government converted 
Hagia Sophia into a museum to keep the building open to 
people worldwide as a historical and cultural heritage. This 
change made Hagia Sophia a non-religious site and turned it 
into a major tourist destination. 


In 2020, the Turkish government decided to convert Hagia 
Sophia back into a mosque, after which Friday prayers 
began, and it became a place of worship for Muslims. After 
this decision, while Hagia Sophia remains open to tourists, 
religious practices continue there as well. The history of 
Hagia Sophia is a blend of religion, culture, and arts. This 
building is a historic landmark for tourists from around the 
world, embracing the history of various religions and 
civilizations. 


Right in front of Hagia Sophia is the Blue Mosque, built 
during the Ottoman Empire. 
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History of the Blue Mosque 


The Blue Mosque (Sultan Ahmed Mosque) is a grand and 
historic place of worship in Istanbul, the construction of 
which began in 1609 under the orders of Sultan Ahmed I and 
was completed in 1616. The purpose of building this mosque 
was not just to create a place of worship, but Sultan Ahmed I 
aimed to showcase the grandeur and religious significance of 
the Ottoman Empire. He laid the foundation of the mosque 
with the determination that it would not only be a great place 
of worship in Istanbul but also a symbol of the splendor of 
the Ottoman Empire. 


The design of the Blue Mosque is a beautiful blend of 
Ottoman, Byzantine, and Islamic architecture, with 
additional decoration inspired by the dome of Hagia Sophia 
to enhance its beauty. The mosque features dazzling blue 
tiles inside, which is why it became known as the “Blue 
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Mosque.” It has six minarets, a characteristic of Ottoman 
architecture, and a spacious prayer hall that can 
accommodate thousands of worshippers. Furthermore, the 
mosque was designed to display the best examples of Islamic 
architecture and to create a place where people could feel the 
grandeur of the Ottoman Empire alongside their worship. 


When we arrived at Hagia Sophia and the Blue Mosque, due 
to the large crowd, some of our group managed to offer 
Friday prayers at Hagia Sophia, but a few of us went for the 
visit and then proceeded to the nearby Sultan Selim Mosque 
to offer Friday prayers. The crowd was somewhat less there, 
and we were able to offer the prayer easily in congregation. 
Afterward, we also visited the tomb of Sultan Selim I, 4+») 
nlc 40), located adjacent to the mosque. 


The robe hanging at the tomb of Sultan Selim 
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After offering Friday prayers, we visited the tomb of Sultan 
Selim I, le «il 44s, located adjacent to the mosque. Over 
his tomb, his robe is hung, and there is an interesting story 
behind it. Sultan Selim I highly respected scholars and once, 
while riding, dust from his teacher’s horse accidentally 
touched his robe. His teacher apologized, but Sultan Selim I 
said there was no need for an apology and that it was 
actually a blessing for him, as it was the dust of a scholar’s 
horse. He then made a will that this robe should be hung over 
his grave after his death, hoping that the blessings of that 
dust would help him attain forgiveness from Allah. This robe 
has been hanging on his tomb for over 500 years, fulfilling 
his will. This is the great respect for scholars, and people still 
visit his tomb and offer prayers. May Allah grant us the 
loyalty to the scholars of Ahl-e-Sunnat. 


After visiting the tomb, the students were given some time 
for shopping at the nearby Fatih Market. The students bought 
robes and Turkish hats of their choice. In the evening, after 
completing prayers and shopping, all the friends gathered 
near the Fatih Mosque and boarded the coaches to head back 
to Faizan-e-Madina. It was around 10 PM, and we had a 
flight to Konya early the next morning at 3 AM to visit the 
tomb of Maulana Rumi, ~le | 4a. This was our last day in 
Faizan-e-Madina, Istanbul. We met with the Islamic brothers 
there and rested for about three hours, so we could wake up 
early and reach the airport on time. 
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Departure from Istanbul to Konya 


Konya, a famous city in Turkey, is home to the tomb of a 
great personality whose poetry and Masnavi are known 
worldwide. The philosopher-poet Dr. Allama Iqbal regarded 
him as his spiritual guide and was deeply influenced by his 
poetry. I am referring to Maulana Jalal-ud-Din Rumi, 41! 4. 
nic, Visiting his tomb gives one a unique sense of tranquility 
and joy. People come from distant countries to receive 
blessings here. We had already planned this trip to Konya, 
but the only thing left was to decide whether to travel by taxi 
or by air. Our organizer, Maulana Khalid Tasneem, 41—2:2— 
(gl___»|, gathered information a week before, but with the 
current high prices, taxi fares were skyrocketing, and each 
taxi was quoting a different rate. The road journey from 
Istanbul to Konya takes about seven hours, and the taxi fare 
was nearly £70 per person. I suggested that we check the 
flight tickets to see if the difference was small, so we could 
travel by air. This would save time and reduce travel fatigue. 
Since we only had one day on Saturday and a flight back to 
the UK on Sunday morning, traveling by taxi would have 
meant a tiring three-day journey. The risk with air travel was 
that if the flight was canceled, it could affect our UK flight, 
and there was also the option of a train, but it carried the 
same cancellation risk. The advantage of the taxi was the 
ability to travel at our own pace, but we still decided to book 
the flight tickets. 


55 


2024 (7 Ae 


On the morning of October 19th, we woke up at 3 AM, 
prepared ourselves, and left for the airport. We arrived 
around 4 AM, and by the time Fajr prayer started, we prayed 
there. After Fajr, we boarded the plane, and at 6:34 AM, the 
plane took off. We landed in Konya at 7:25 AM, and after 
landing, we boarded a bus that took about 25 minutes to 
reach the city center. From there, we walked 10 minutes to 
the shrine of Maulana Rumi. 


We arrived at the city center, and after checking Google, we 
learned that Maulana Rumi’s tomb was about a 20-minute 
walk away. Before visiting Maulana Rumi’s tomb, we first 
visited the tomb of his spiritual mentor, Maulana 
Shamsuddin al-Tabrizi, + i) 44s, In Konya, the famous 
mosque of Maulana Shams al-Tabrizi is located, and upon 
entering the main door of the mosque, the tomb is to the 
right. We offered Fatihah and thanked Allah for granting us 
the opportunity to visit such a great scholar’s tomb. Now, for 
the readers, I will provide some information about the life of 
Maulana Shamsuddin al-Tabrizi, ~le ail 4), 
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Maulana Shamsuddin al-Tabrizi, ~!= ai) Aaa) 


Maulana Shamsuddin al-Tabrizi’s real name was Muhammad 
bin Ali bin Malik Dad. He was a very pious man whose heart 
was burning with the love of Allah. He became so absorbed 
in Allah’s love that he forgot everything else, and he 
experienced a state of divine madness. He traveled from city 
to city, country to country, sometimes not eating for days, 
completely immersed in the remembrance of Allah. He was a 
great saint. When his time of death approached, one 
narration mentions that he prayed to Allah, saying, “O Allah! 
My time of death is near, and the fire of love you have 
kindled in my heart, I want to leave this trust with someone 
before I die.” Allah inspired him to go to Konya and entrust 
this love of Allah and His Messenger to Maulana Jalaluddin 
Rumi. Another narration says that Maulana Shamsuddin’s 
spiritual mentor, Sheikh Abu Bakr Zanbil, le «il 4s, 
instructed him to go to Konya because there was a young 
man there who had true love and longing for Allah and His 
Prophet. He asked Shamsuddin to go and help light up his 
heart even more. 


Obeying his mentor’s command, Maulana Shamsuddin 
travelled and reached Konya, staying in an inn. Maulana 
Rumui’s father, Maulana Bahauddin, had a high regard for 
him and arranged for him to live in a magnificent house near 
the royal palace. Maulana Rumi lived there in his youth, and 
when he would ride his high-class horses through the city, 
his followers and students would accompany him in a 
procession. Outside the inn where Maulana Shamsuddin 
stayed, there was a large platform where scholars, saints, and 
prominent people of the city would sit and meet. Maulana 
Rumi also visited this place to meet with the public and 
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others. Maulana Shamsuddin also started sitting there and 
meeting Maulana Rumi, and gradually, they became friends. 
One day, Maulana Rumi invited Maulana Shamsuddin to his 
home. 


When Maulana Shamsuddin arrived at Maulana Rumi’s 
house, Rumi was engrossed in studying the most precious 
manuscript in his library. Maulana Rumi asked Maulana 
Shamsuddin to sit and continued reading the manuscript, 
forgetting to offer food or hospitality. Seeing Maulana Rumi 
absorbed in his study, Maulana Shamsuddin asked, “What 1s 
this knowledge and study?” Maulana Rumi replied, “This is 
knowledge that you do not know.” Then, Maulana Rumi got 
up and went inside. Maulana Shamsuddin, seeing that the 
manuscript was so important to Rumi, took the manuscript 
and threw it into a pool of water in the courtyard. When 
Maulana Rumi returned and found that the manuscript was 
missing, he became distressed and searched everywhere, 
even going inside the house to look. He then asked Maulana 
Shamsuddin what had happened. Shamsuddin replied, “The 
manuscript is in the pool.” When Maulana Rumi checked, he 
was astonished to find the manuscript completely dry, with 
no sign of water damage. He was amazed and said, “What is 
this?” Maulana Shamsuddin replied, “This is a secret that 
you do not know.” 


This was a miraculous act of Maulana Shamsuddin, which 
deeply affected Maulana Rumi and changed his heart. From 
that moment on, Maulana Rumi’s heart was filled with the 
love of Allah, and he turned from outward knowledge to 
inward, spiritual knowledge. 


58 


2024 (7 ab Ae 


After visiting Maulana Shamsuddin’s tomb, we walked 
towards the tomb of Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi, which was 
just a five-minute walk away, shining brightly. Since we 
were feeling a bit drowsy due to lack of sleep, we decided to 
rest a little before visiting the tomb so that we could offer our 
prayers with fresh energy. We rested in the nearly 500-year- 
old Selim Mosque near the tomb until the Dhuhr prayer. 
Afterward, we had lunch at a nearby restaurant and then 
went to the tomb, feeling refreshed and ready to offer our 
respects. 


Visit to the Tomb of Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi © ail daa) 
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Konya is home to many great saints, especially the tomb of 
Maulana Rumi wile a0) 4.) (died: 672 AH). I had traveled to 
Turkey several times, but I had never been to Konya, so I 
longed to visit the tomb of Maulana Rumi ~ ai! 4... After 
having lunch, we arrived at the tomb around 2 PM. In 
Turkey, the respect for mosques and the graves of saints is 
evident. When we arrived at Maulana Rumi’s tomb, we were 
given special bags to put on our shoes so that dirt wouldn’t 
get inside. I wish such practices were introduced back home 
too. 


As we entered the tomb building, I felt a unique sense of 
spirituality. Inside, apart from Maulana Rumi’s tomb, there 
were several other tombs. On the right side, the tombs of 
Maulana Rumi’s close disciples and companions were 
present, the most notable being that of Maulana 
Hussamuddin Chalabi, who was Maulana Rumi’s student, 
confidant, and successor. Next to him was the tomb of 
Maulana Rumi’s son, Sultan Walad, a noble and 
knowledgeable figure. After that, the tomb of Maulana 
Rumi’s father, Maulana Bahauddin Walad, could be seen. 
Surrounding these were other tombs, some with green 
turbans (for descendants) and others with white turbans (for 
disciples). 


Visiting Relics 
During our visit to the tomb, we also had the chance to see 
several relics, including copies of the Quran written by hand 


750 and 550 years ago, and the cloak and cap of Maulana 
Rumi we ail doa), 
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About Maulana Rumi 6 4) 44a, 


Maulana Rumi we i) 4.5) was a great saint and lover of the 
Prophet #%. In Turkey, when one refers to the word 


“Maulana,” it specifically refers to him. Maulana Rumi’s life 
has been discussed in previous pages, and further details 
show that his name, like that of his father and grandfather, 
was Muhammad—he was Muhammad bin Muhammad bin 
Muhammad. His father, Bahauddin, was also a great scholar 
from Balkh. Maulana Rumi was born in Balkh and received 
much of his education from his father. By the age of 20, his 
fame spread due to his expertise in various sciences. Later, at 
the request of Sultan Alauddin Kayqubad, he moved from 
Balkh to Konya, where he spent the rest of his life. His 
sermons and lectures became renowned, but today, he is 
most famous for his work Masnavi Maulana Rumi. The 
Masnavi is composed of over 8,000 Persian verses and is 
considered one of the greatest books of all time. It contains 
the secrets taught by Maulana Shams Tabrizi ~le at! 4.» ), 
expressed through Maulana Rum1’s words. 


Symbolic Graves 


After leaving the tomb, we went to the back of the site where 
there were many symbolic graves. These represent people 
who, although buried elsewhere, held Maulana Rumi in great 
reverence, considering him their guide and spiritual leader. 
Among these was the symbolic grave of the poet of the East, 
Dr. Allama Iqbal, who, in his famous book Javed Nama, 
declared Maulana Rumi as his spiritual guide. 
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There were also symbolic graves of those who had 
participated in Maulana Rumi’s gatherings of spiritual 
listening (Sama). 


Shopping and Departure 


After visiting the tomb, we went to a nearby market since we 
were flying back to the UK that night. We bought toys for the 
children and some cloaks for the girls. After finishing our 
shopping, we prayed the Asr prayer and then took a taxi to 
the airport. It was already time for the Maghrib prayer when 
we arrived, and we learned our flight was delayed by half an 
hour. Although we were worried our connecting flight might 
be affected if the flight was canceled, it was only delayed, 
which allowed us to pray Isha at the airport and feel at ease. 


62 


2024 Gb A 


Our flight took off from Konya at around 9:52 PM, and 
within an hour, we reached Istanbul Airport. 


Return to the UK 


On the morning of October 20, 2024, we had a flight back to 
the UK at around 4 AM. We had already arrived at Istanbul 
Airport the night before, and around midnight, students from 
Jamia Al-Madina Birmingham also arrived. After completing 
the check-in, we gathered at our airline’s designated gate. We 
were very tired and anxiously awaited boarding, but once on 
the plane, we fell into a deep sleep. There are many more 
sites to visit in Turkey, including the Topkapi Palace 
Museum in Istanbul, which houses many relics, but we 
didn’t have enough time for it on this trip. I had visited it 
during my previous trip, and it requires at least one full day 
to explore. 


ai toa), we landed at Gatwick Airport in London at 6 AM UK 
time. After clearing immigration, we prayed Fajr at the 
airport. We collected our luggage and headed to the car park, 
where our bus arrived shortly. We then set off for 
Birmingham and reached Faizan Madina at around noon. 
Thus, our beautiful 10-day trip came to an end. 


She dnd 
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